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Vaping trend becomes more 
popular among young adults 


Maya Gayler 

Managing Editor 

Cody Wallace began smoking 
cigarettes because of the influence he 
was surrounded by, but then switched 
to Juul. 

“Back in high school, I had an 
ex-girlfriend, and I used to smoke cig¬ 
arettes really bad” Wallace said. He 
decided to quit because he realized 
the negative health effects of smoking 
and did not want to ruin his body 
anymore. 

Wallace was a cheerleader in 
high school and now cheers for TJC. 
He noticed a difference in his health 
during practice after he began smok¬ 
ing. Wallace then decided to pick up 
a Juul due to the easy access of being 
able to do it anytime. 

Juul is an e-cigarette product 
that is being used by teens and young 
adults. It resembles a flash drive and 
can easily be concealed. 

According to Yale Medicine, 
“National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
describes cigarettes as having more 
than 7,000 chemicals in them. E-cig¬ 
arettes contain fewer chemicals and 
so the industry has presented them 
as a healthier alternative to regular 
cigarettes.” 

Since e-cigs have been intro¬ 
duced “as a healthier alternative,” 
more teens and young adults pick 
them up. 

The Truth is an anti-tobacco 
campaign that focuses on lowering 
teen tobacco use. They have lowered 
the use of cigarettes, but vaping is 
their next challenge. 

According to the Consumer 
Advocates for Smoke-free Alterna¬ 


tives Association, e-cigarettes were 
introduced in the American market 
in 2006, but then were quickly sus¬ 
pended due to lack of knowledge and 
regulations. 

It took a few years for them to 
be widely sold in the US. Originally, 
e-cigs were marketed to adults who 
were trying to quit smoking. Juice 
flavors, such as, cotton candy, cheese¬ 
cake and Girl Scout cookies were 
introduced. This helped e-cigarettes 
attract a younger market. 

Young adults are more willing to 
vape than to smoke cigarettes or use 
other tobacco products. About 100 
students participated in a question¬ 
naire. The majority answered “yes” to, 
“Do you think vaping is more socially 
acceptable?” 

An article about teen vape use 
from CNN Health states that, “e-ciga¬ 
rettes—also known as vapes—were the 
ones most commonly used by teens.” 
Most of the young adults who partic¬ 
ipated answered “No”, to the question 
“Have you ever smoked cigarettes?” 
These same young adults claimed to 
vape. 

“I was given one [a Juul] for free 
and so I just used it since then,” said 
sophomore Shelby Smith. Smith has 
never smoked cigarettes before, but 
decided to become part of the vape 
culture. 

Many times, when teens and 
young adults choose to vape, it is not 
because of the nicotine, but the act of 
vaping and culture that surrounds it. 

There are still some young adults 
who smoke cigarettes. 

“I was going to a lot of shows, 
and everyone would go outside to 
smoke ... it was just the culture I was 
around,” sophomore Holly Griffin 


said. 

Griffin went to a lot of alternative 
rock shows in the Austin area. She 
was constantly around an older crowd 
that smoked, so she was influenced by 
that. Since Griffin has been in Tyler 
for school, she has been smoking less. 

Nicotine is still a key factor in 
most e-cig products, such as the Juul. 
Johns Hopkins Medicine states that 
vaping can still be harmful because of 
the addiction to nicotine. 

Lawmakers are trying very hard 
to cut down on the amount of under¬ 
age vaping. Many vape shops require 
an ID to prove the customer is 18 
years or older. There are verification 
processes for online vape sales. 

In a recent story from NBC 
news, Food and Drug Administration 
Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb 
argues that the fruity flavors put into 
e-cigarette products are the reason for 
teen use of vape products. 

The FDA is fighting for stricter 
laws surrounding e-cigarette prod¬ 
ucts. They are asking for cooperation 
from e-cig companies. 

According to the NBC news sto¬ 
ry, “Juul has launched an advertising 
campaign to point out that e-ciga- 
rettes are for adults only.” 

There are many negative effects 
that can be caused by vaping, but they 
are not widely advertised like with 
cigarettes. 

According to the American 
Lung Association, vaping can cause 
“a scarring of the tiny air sacs in the 
lungs resulting in the thickening and 
narrowing of the airways.” This is 
known as popcorn lung. 

Teens and young adults are using 
more e-cigarette products because of 
peer pressure, culture and addiction. 



PHOTO BY CECILIA KOHL 


Mario Niekamp vaping on the curb in front of the Pirtle 
Technology building. 


Tylor Junior Collogo : name change underway 
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As of now no new name change has been 
announced 


Maya Gayler 

Managing Editor 


Faculty, staff, alumni, students and 
community members gathered on March 
7 to express their opinion about the name 
change. 

The topic of changing TJC s name 
is nothing new. It has been talked about 
since November 2018. 

Focus groups were held with stu¬ 
dents, future students, alumni and faculty. 
There was not a campus wide survey or a 
student body survey. 

Members of the TJC community were 
given the chance to speak and express 
their opinion at the meeting. Some were 
for and some were against. 

Those who were for the name change 


had similar points. Nichole Le Blanc is en¬ 
rolled in the Healthcare Technology and 
Medical Systems bachelor program. 

She, and a few others from the same 
program, presented their support of 
changing the name. They feared that their 
bachelor s degrees from a junior college 
will not be held to the same standards as 
other institutions. 

M’Liss Hindman, the adviser for 
them Speech and Debate team, shared her 
struggles because of the name “Junior.” 
She, and her debate team, have been 
looked down upon because of the junior 
name. 

Hindman found herself having to 
explain the accomplishments and prestige 
of TJC, despite the “Junior.” 

Former tennis coach John Peterson 
was more opposed to the name change. 


He urged the board to look at it from a 
financial aspect. Peterson pointed out 
that the softball team still does not have a 
proper field to practice on. 

There are financial concerns that were 
brought up during the meeting. Such as, 
the cost of rebranding the sports teams 
and repainting the gym floors. 

The overall take-away from the meet¬ 
ing was that there are many people who 
care for the future of TJC. 

The institution has impacted many 
lives, and that was obvious. 

Throughout the meeting the Board 
of Trustees remained poker-faced. They 
did not interject or express favor for one 
opinion over the other. 

It was not specified when a decision 
will be made or what the board will do 
with the concerns that were mentioned. 
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College admissions scandal highlights 
a predatorial benefit of the rich 


Robert Naylor 

News Editor 


College debt is one of the greatest deterrents for the av¬ 
erage college student, averaging at roughly $37,172, according 
to debt.org. 

When faced with this reality, the college admission 
scandal that has recently been exposed reveals that there is a 
double standard to how individuals approach higher educa¬ 
tion. 

Reaching up to $500,000 per applicant, the college 
admission scandal indicates that prominent celebrities such 
as actress Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin are able to 
manipulate the college admission process to the benefits of 
their children. 

If you are still unaware of how this scandal creates 
an unfair paradigm between the rich and the poor, allow me 
to explain the full context behind what this college admission 
scandal entails. Parents - without the knowledge of their 
children - submitted their children into a program organized 


by the now notorious William Rick Singer. 

Singer, based on the promise that he could help 
anyone reach elite universities, was able to manipulate SAT 
testing sites as well as college sports programs to admit 
students with lacking resumes. Although the students were 
mostly unaware that their parents had enrolled them into this 
“easy” way through college admission, it shows a greater issue 
within our education system that has laid mostly dormant 
until this recent exposure. 

Wealthy families are able to propel the prominence 
of their children, mostly through donations vastly higher 
than the average tuition rate, which in turn creates an uneven 
admission process. This occurs nationwide, and details why 
some (not all) college buildings are erected with family names 
as their identifier. 

The question is, is this unfair to families who are un¬ 
able to procure such vast large swaths of wealth? On a simple 
moral basis, the answer is yes, naturally. That said, is the dif¬ 
ference between the traditional donation strategy, versus this 
newfound “cheat” system any different? My stance to your 
surprise is yes, there is a massive difference between these two 
strategies that manipulate the college admission hurdle. 


Without donors to support universities, many of the 
buildings that we see throughout American higher education 
would likely never have been built. This may seem unfair, but 
at the macro level it allows for college students to have access 
to buildings in which education is practiced. 

The college admission scandal is abhorrent because 
it only aids the individual families that spend large swaths 
of money. Simply by paying “Rick” you are able to forgo the 
regular college admission process, allowing your child to 
earn admission into ivy-league caliber schooling. Students 
who worked hard to bolster their resume to apply to schools 
through traditional means are suddenly shoved aside by indi¬ 
viduals who lined the right pockets. 

To summarize my stance, manipulating the college 
admission process is always morally corrupt, but when done 
to the benefit of others it can be passed as acceptable. When 
we observe the wealthy forgo this “socialized” donation 
process, we cannot allow for it to take root in our society. 
Each spot at a high-level institution is special, and when the 
process of earning placement at these renowned institutions 
becomes corrupt, we welcome a process that makes higher 
education even more unaffordable. 




How 


the ‘Truman Show’ teaches us about the world 


Anna Graves 

Broadcast Editor 


“The Truman Show” is a movie within a movie, as the 
TV show itself in the movie is called The Truman Show. It 
is about a man, Truman Burbank, whose life is a reality TV 
show, but he has no idea. 

A studio company adopted him as a baby, and all his 
friends, coworkers and even parents are only actors in the 
show. His town is a movie set. Everything he does is on 
live TV without him even knowing that his world is, in 
fact, fake. 

“The Truman Show” is basically an allegory of our 
political system. The movie teaches us, and demonstrates 
how even our own world—and how we live—is only how 
we perceive it. 

Truman is given many hints throughout his life that 
he is on TV or that everyone he knows is just putting up 
an act. The first hint, or rupture, in the movie is the light 
that falls from the sky—a high ceiling in the fake town. 
Other moments include the flashbacks of him as child, or 
when he spontaneously walks into the large office building 
and notices the elevator is fake and the group of people 
with headsets. Another instance of Truman almost figuring 
out his world is fake is when his car radio stops working, 
and when he changes the station, he hears people com¬ 
municating his location. Everywhere he turned in that 
few seconds, someone was repeating where he was driving. 
This is when Truman really began to notice something isn’t 
right. 

One of the most profound dialogue moments in the 
movie is when an interviewer asks Christof, the creator of 
the fake show, “Why do you think that Truman has never 
come close to discovering the true nature of his world?” 


Christof replies by saying “We accept the reality of the 
world with which we are presented; it’s as simple as that.” 

This single line of Christof’s is so profound because it 
speaks levels of truth in this present time. Like Truman’s 
town of Sea Haven, our own world seems to be experienc¬ 
ing similar series of ruptures. 

These ruptures include, the great recession, the Arab 
spring, all the killings of people by police officers, and our 
increasing awareness of crimes, and the rise of the political 
outsider movements of Bernie Sanders and Donald Trump. 

But we don’t seem to always care about all this stuff 
when we go about our daily routines. 

I think American Society is a lot like Truman Bur¬ 
bank, laboring like him for thirty years or so years under a 
system that is finally showing itself to be ridiculous. 

Society, like Truman, is trying to wake itself up, while 
stumbling under the pain that surfaces from doing so. 

The Truman Show is a massive operation with a crew 
and cast of thousands. But the actual success of the show 
always depends on Truman himself. It can only work if 
Truman believes in it. 

Christof also says during the movie that if Truman 
really wanted to discover the truth—if he really tried to 
leave Sea Haven—he could. There would be know way 
they could prevent it. 

Just like Truman, we can be completely ignorant of 
the chaos happening around the world if we wanted to. 
Everyday we seem to not even care or take notice of how 
much crime and politics takes place. We just go about our 
daily routine of work, school, and fun, much like how Tru¬ 
man’s fake town is always bright and sunny, and everyone 
seems to be so kind to him. But if we were to really look 
for it, we’d see how corrupt this world truly is. The same 
goes for Truman, when he finally realizes that everything 
around him is a setup. 
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TJC prepares to save 
lives through annual 
50-Gallon Challenge 


Anna Grace Drewett 

Staff Writer 

On March 25-29 from 10 a.m to 6 p.m. in 
the Rogers Student Center, TJC will be hosting its 
eighth annual 50 Gallon Challenge Blood Drive 
with Carter BloodCare. Every donation can help 
save up to three lives. Everyone who donates will 
receive a free T-shirt, and unique prizes are offered 
each day including Starbucks and book store gift 
cards. 

There will be a kick-off party on Monday, 
March 25 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the F-3 parking 
lot outside Rogers Student Center. This kick-off 
party will include a live band, bounce houses and free 
food. 

The donation time and location for Monday 
is slightly different than the rest of the week. The 
donation location for Monday is the first floor of the 
Rogers Nursing Center from 8 a.m. to 4p.m., while 
the mobile location will be at the Rogers Student 
Center parking lot from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The students at the nursing center are hoping to 
get 80 donations on Monday. If they reach their goal, 
Dr. Boucher, Dean of Nursing and Health Sciences 
will receive a pie in the face. The prize for donating 
on Monday is a free Starbucks gift card. 

Tuesday through Friday, the blood drive will 
be back at the Rogers Student Center Apache 
Rooms from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The mobile location 
for Tuesday is The Rogers Nursing Center parking 
lot, and the prize for that day is a free Starbucks gift 


card. On Tuesday, there will also be an opportunity 
to create a personalized street sign from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Wednesday, the mobile location will be at 
OHPE. All donors on Wednesday will receive a 
prize, plus the chance to win additional prizes. 

On Thursday, the mobile location will be at the 
OHPE again. When you donate on Thursday, you 
will receive a free $15 TJC bookstore gift card and a 
Pokey O’s ice cream sandwich. 

Finally, on Friday those who donate will receive 
free flavored popcorn and fresh buttered popcorn. 

You are also able to donate at the Carter 
Bloodcare Donor Center on Baxter. If you donate 
here, make sure you mention the 50 Gallon 
Challenge so that TJC receives credit for your 
donation. The address for the Bloodcare Center is 
815 South Baxter Avenue Tyler, TX. You can call 
(903) 363-0400 to set up an appointment. 

Before donating, it is important to make sure 
that you eat a good meal and stay hydrated. 

This blood drive is open to the community, so 
bring your family and friends. 

If you want to participate, but are unable to 
donate for any reason, there are still opportunities for 
you to volunteer to help. 

Lauren Tyler, Director of Student Life at TJC, 
stated, “If you cant donate because of low iron, low 
weight, or for any other reason, then come volunteer 
and help us recruit people that can.” 


From left to right: Cecilia Kohl, Professor Rachel Jennische, Adam Palacios, Anna 
Graves, Robert Naylor, Hannah Horton, Sydni Cunningham. Also pictured Catherine 
and Charlotte Jennische. 

TJC brings home honors 
at journalism convention 


Tyler Junior College students representing 
The DrumBeat and The Bell Tower student 
media organizations, won 34 awards at this year’s 
Texas Intercollegiate Press Association (TIPA) 
Conference. 

The conference took place in Corpus Christi 
on March 13-16. TIPA is the oldest state collegiate 
press associations in the nation; during its annual 
convention, students participate in multiple 
media contest, including radio, television, online, 
yearbook, magazine and newspaper. Students also 
attend workshops hosted by media professionals 
and interact with advisors from other colleges and 
universities. 

“This year’s conference results provide more 
proof that Tyler Junior College sets the standard 
in media education,” says professor and student 
media advisor, Rachel Jennische. “These students 
have worked hard and can hold their own against 
students from any college or university. I am 
proud of their accomplishments and know this 
record of success is just the beginning of long and 
distinguished careers.” 

Six students traveled to the spring break 
conference. TIPA contests are open to both 
two-year and four-year college students; this year 
29 Texas schools and more than 270 students 
participated in the multimedia conference. 


On-site competition - Open Division 

2nd place, Live Video News, Anna Graves, 


HM, Print Advertising, Cecilia Kohl, Hanover 
Park, IL 

HM, Newspaper Design, Hannah Horton, 
Tyler 

HM, Print Sports Writing, Robert Naylor, 
Wassenaar, NL 

Previously Published - Open Division 

HM, Overall Design-Literary Magazine, The 
Bell Tower 

Previously Published - Division 3 

2nd, Feature News Audio, Isaac Belota, Bullard 

2nd, General Audio, Payton Sadler, Grand 
Saline 

2nd, Advertising/PSA Audio, Isaac Belota, 
Bullard 

1st, Advertising/PSA Video, DrumBeat Staff 

3rd, Overall Television Program, DrumBeat 
Staff 

Previously Published - Division 4 

3rd, Feature Story, Hannah Horton, Tyler 

1st, Headline Writing, Nicholas Kenebrew, 
Jasper 

3rd, In-Depth Reporting, Brandon 
Highlander, Yantis 

3rd, Op/Ed Page Design, DrumBeat Staff 

1st, Program Production Video, Gerardo 
Morales, Tyler 

2nd, Program Production Video, Jonathon 
Figueroa, Grand Saline 


see TWXpage 6 — 
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i Phi Theta Kappa visits Houston 
for Texas Regional Convention 

Hannah Horton 

Editor-in-Chief 


The Alpha Omicron chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa took home numerous awards 
during the Texas Regional Convention. 

33 students attended the convention in 
Houston from March 7-9. 

Vice President of College Project 
Kristin Marling Vice President of Honors 
in Action Martin Morales Alvarez each 
received Distinguished Chapter Officer 
awards. Advisor Gigi Delk was given the 
Continued Excellence Award for Advisors. 
Additionally, eight of the chapter’s officers 
and members were inducted into the District 
III Hall of Honor. 

The Alpha Omicron chapter took home 
the Tejas Award, Community Service Award, 
Texas Top Chapter, Honors in Action Award 
of Merit, College Project Award of Merit, 
Distinguished Officer Team and the Texas 
Congeniality Award. 

According to Delk, the Texas 
Congeniality Award is given to the chapter 
that “best exemplified the four hallmarks of 
Phi Theta Kappa”—scholarship, leadership, 
fellowship and service—during the 
conference. 

Each year, the chapter who receives 


the award is given “Mary Bear,” a teddy 
bear named after a former Texas Regional 
Coordinator. 

“They bring the Texas bear with them 
to conventions and other events during the 
year and snap photos with her at different 
places in the Phi Theta Kappa journey,’’Delk 
explained. 

Conference attendees also had the 
opportunity to listen to speakers, visit 
workshops and bond with other chapter 
members. 

“TRC was a great learning and 
bonding experience,” said Lady Trejo, 
freshman biology major and Vice President 
of Fellowship in Alpha Omicron. “I 
learned so much about myself and others. I 
accomplished tasks that I didn’t know I was 
capable of and learned that I can be a great 
leader in times of crisis. I also came back with 
new friends and closer relationships with old 
ones.” 

“TRC 2019 was a very enriching 
experience,” said sophomore finance major 
Zackary Arbegast. “It gave me a chance to 
grow closer to peers ... It also helped me to 
develop some more key leadership skills and 
showed me new ways of analytical thinking.” 

“As a chapter, I think was also came 
back as a stronger and closer family,” added 
Trejo. 


COURTESY- GIGI AND TRACY DELK 
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March 25-29,2019 • 10 a.m, - 6 p.m. 
Rogers Student Center 


Kick-Off Party • Monday, March 25 • 4-6 p.m. * Parking Lot F-3 
Live band, bounce house and FREE food! 


Monday 3/25 

Donate and receive a free Starbucks gift card, 

Location: Robert M. Rogers 1st Floor (8 a.m. 4 p.m.| 
Mobile location: Rogers Student Center 

Tuesday 3/26 

Donate arid receive a free Starbucks gift card. 
Create a personalized street sign (10 a.m,-2 p.m) 
Mobile location: Robert M Rogers Nursing Center 

Wednesday 3/27 

Aii donors will receive a prize and chances to win 
additional prizes. 

Mobile location: OH PL 


Thursday 3/28 

Donate and receive a FREE $15 TJC bookstore gift 
card and Pokey D's ice cream sandwich. 

Mobile location: OHPE 

Friday 3/29 

Donate to receive free flavored popcorn and fresh 
buttered popcorn. 

You can also donate at Carter BloodCare 
Donor Center! 

$%$ South Baxter Avenue 
Tyler. TX 75701 
(903) 363-0400 

Be sore to mention 50 Gallon Challenge] 


All donors receive a t-shirt and daily prizes while supplies last. 


For more information, contact the 
Center for Student life and Involvement 
at 903*5102797* 

tjc.edu/events 
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Contact The DrumBeat Sports Editor Brandon 
Highlander with questions, comments or 
concerns at bhighlan@email.tjc.edu. 
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Baseball team aiming for 
national championship 


Robert Naylor 

News Editor 

Tyler Junior Colleges baseball team is on a path to reach the 
national championship, as is expected of the players that come to 
play for the illustrious sports program. 

Many student athletes approach the baseball team at Tyler Ju¬ 
nior College as it offers an opportunity to join high-level program, 
as well as complete general credits which are required for gradua¬ 
tion at bigger schools. 

“As a freshman you don’t have many (recruiters) looking at 
you yet, but it’s a stepping stone to get more exposure,” said Tanner 
McNamara. “We’ll see where I end up going, for now I’m just 
getting my general studies out of the way.” 

Being an avenue for many players to reach division 1 pro¬ 
grams, TJC welcomes players to a program with high expectations, 
with the end goal always revolving around a finals victory at the 
national championship. 

Many individuals are already getting approached by renowned 
programs spanning from the University of Miami at Ohio, to a 
variety of SEC programs, most notably Texas A&M. With such 
exposure, TJC retains a rotating roster filled with talented athletes 
preparing for their next stage of competition. 


“I chose TJC because it’s a winning program, when I came up 
and visited, I really liked Coach Wren, and the new pitching coach 
- he’s a great guy who knows his stuff,” said McNamara. “I got 
looked at by a few other junior colleges as well as some smaller D1 
programs, but TJC gave me a good opportunity to play at a high 
level while staying on course with my academics.” 

The team is currently being led by Fiver Tremble with 3 
home-runs, ranking him 7th in the conference. On the pitching 
side, TJC has a large range of players with more than 30+ strike¬ 
outs, those being Cooper Rawls, Christian Grigsby, Jacob Blatney, 
and Sean Beasley. 

With such talent, TJC’s baseball team will be a formidable 
force that opposing teams will have to struggle to compete against 
as the season goes on. 

The team currently holds a record of 25-6, retaining a five- 
game win streak, setting themselves in a great position in anticipa¬ 
tion for the national championship game set to be played on June 
1st. 

The next home game is scheduled to be played against Murray 
State College on Wednesday March 20 starting at 5 p.m.. This 
game starts the beginning of a series that will be played throughout 
the weekend, finishing off late in the afternoon on Sunday, March 
24. The first game will be played at 1 p.m., with game two of the 
day following closely behind. 



TJC student athletes pitching, the powerhouse skill that sets the team apart PHOTOS BY VIVIANA FAZ 

from others in the conference 


Football 
team stays 
busy during 
off season 

Scott Witcher 

Staff Writer 

The football team has begun its annu¬ 
al training. At the start of each season, the 
football team moves into three “phases” of 
training during the off season. Each phase 
focuses on different types of workouts. 

As Head Coach Thomas Rocco ex¬ 
plained, the “average weight gain was 20 
pounds.” According to Rocco, each of the 
phases focused on “speed and strength.” 
Along with this, the players would work on 
their bench press. In total, there at least ten 
warmup sessions. 

After these, the team moves on to spring 
practice, where they begin going over their 
different techniques and play for the main 
season. 

Along with training, Rocco said that the 
football team has been looking to “reach out 
to the community.’’The coaches encourage 
people to attend the local games and any 
community events the football team will have 
in the future, as well as welcoming spectators 
to watch the team work out and talk to the 
players of the team during the players’ down¬ 
time. Through this, the coaches of TJC hope 
to build a bridge in between the Tyler and 
TJC community and the TJC football team. 

In the words of Coach Rocco, “Go 
Apaches!” 



March 23 


T|C M/W Tennis vs. Collin College 10am Home 
TJC Baseball vs. Murray State 6pm Home 
TJC M Tennis vs. Jacksonville College 6pm Home 


March 24 


TJC Baseball vs. Murray State 1pm Home 


March 26 


TJC W. Soccer vs. Northwestern State 5pm Away 


March 27 


March 29 


March 30 


April 1 


TJC Softball vs. Northeast Texas CC 1pm Brook Hill 


April 5 


TJC M/W Tennis vs. Trinity 10am Away 
TJC W. Soccer vs. Dallas Baptist University 12pm Away 
TJC Softball vs. Trinity Valley CC 3pm Brook Hill 
TJC Baseball vs. TCS Post Crad Academy 5pm Home 


TJC Softball vs. Louisiana State University - Eunice 2pm Away 
TJC Baseball vs. Panola College 6pm Away 


TJC M/W Tennis vs Laredo CC TBA Away 
TJC Softball vs. Navarro Colege 1pm Away 


TJC Baseball vs. Henderson State University 2pm away 


















M 



speak 


Contact The DrumBeat Student’Life Editor 
Cecilia Kohl with questions, comments or 
concerns at ckohl@email.tjc.edu 
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Free workshops improve 
students’ writing skills 


Hannah Horton 

Editor-in-Chief 


The TJC Writing Center is help 
ing students to become stronger writers through free 
workshops. 

The workshops focus on topics such as essay writing, 
revision, MLA and APA styles or creating a resume. 

“These workshops have been around for a long time, 
and they were started as a way to fill a gap and make a bridge 
between the classroom and the Writing Center,” described 
Writing Center Specialist Nicole Hicks. “Professors may 
not always have the opportunity to cover everything in the 
classroom, like APA formatting.” 

The unique environment that they provide could help 
students to understand concepts that seem confusing in a 
classroom. Because workshops are much smaller than the 
typical college class, they may make students feel more 
comfortable expressing their concerns. 


Research and Citation - APA 

Wednesday, March 27, Noon to 1 p.m. 
Quest Classroom (First floor of Vaughn 
Library). 


Research and Citation - MLA 

Wednesday, April 3, Noon to 1 p.m. 
Quest Classroom (First floor of Vaughn 
Library). 


Why did you choose TJC? 

I had cousins that came here years before I did, and they 
recommended it to me. 

Did you come here directly from your country? 

I came here straight from Kenya. I came January 9 
through Dallas, and my cousins brought me to TJC the next 
day. 

What did your family say about coming to TJC? 

It was their idea; they told me I was coming here. It was 
definitely devastating because of having to stay away from 
family. We really did not see that I was going to come, because 
the admissions process was not easy. I had to struggle a lot, but 
when it finally happened we were all happy. 

What is your major and why? 

Business administration. Initially, I wanted to do public 
administration because I wanted to help my country, but they 
do not offer that here. 


“These workshops are safe space for students to ask their 
questions judgement-free,” said Director of Tutoring Services 
Danna Baggett. 

“There are so many benefits to attending these 
workshops,” continued Hicks. “Students hear from a super 
enthusiastic presenter about common writing problems and get 
to practice what they learn then and there, which can improve 
their writing in class and beyond. They get to ask questions 
about tricky concepts and receive an immediate response from 
a real person instead of Google, Siri or Alexa.” 

Baggett and Hicks both expressed hopes that students 
would learn more about TJC s free tutoring centers through the 
workshops. 

“We hope that they will want to come to one to one 
tutoring from any of the centers, really, by seeing how much 
good information they get from these workshops,” explained 
Baggett. 

You can learn more about tutoring and tutoring 
workshops at https://www.tjc.edu/info/20044/tutoring. 


Thursday, March 28,2 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Quest Classroom (First floor of Vaughn 
Library). 


Thursday, April 4, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Quest 
Classroom (First floor of Vaughn Library). 


What are your plans for after TJC? 

University, of course. I am not sure where, because I am 
waiting for scholarships. Wherever they give me a scholarship 
is where I want to go. 

Do you plan on returning to Kenya? 

Not exactly. I would like to work here because the work 
industry is way better here than back home. Hopefully, once 
I establish myself economically, then I can go back home and 
help my country. . 

Did you have any culture shock? 

My culture shock was how you guys are so nice to each 
other. Back home, no one ever is nice to you without an ulterior 
motive. Here, people are geniuenly nice. Also, how you guys are 
super tight with your family and parents. There are things you 
cannot openly discuss with your parents back home, and I see 
you guys just talking about it. That was more of a culture shock 
than how you and dress what you eat, because that is the same 
as back home. 

What do you think ofTexas? 

I have enjoyed it so far. The people are nice. It is easy to 
adjust. I definitely love the weather. 


Q&A with Jaylynn Gray 
Student 

Cecilia Kohl 

Student Life Editor 

Are you a first year student? 

Yes, I am. I graduated last spring from Boswell High 
School Located in Fort Worth. 

What is your major? 

I am in the Visual Communication program. 

Did you submit anything to “The Bell Tower” mag¬ 
azine? 

Yes, I did, it was a picture of a flamingo that I took at 
the Fort Worth zoo my senior year of high school for 
my AP profile. 

Why did you submit that picture instead of any other 
pictures you could have turned in? 

I submitted two different pictures one was my fla¬ 
mingo of course but my second was a building from 
downtown Fort Worth. I just loved the way the colors 
popped in my pictures. 

How did you feel when you found out you got into 
the Bell Tower? 

So at first I didn’t even know my picture was in “The 
Bell Tower “ because the email I got went straight to 
my spam folder. I didn’t really find out that my picture 
was going to be in the bell tower until I had to do a 
project for Digital Publishing, which was to create a 
design plan for the bell tower. 

Will you submit again next year? 

Yes I would love to submit again next year. I plan on 
it. I enjoy the peacefulness of taking pictures and free¬ 
dom to capture whatever crosses my lens. 



TJC holds a special Municipal 
Court information session 

Sydni Cunningham 

Online Editor 

On March 5, the Tyler Junior College Student Senate 
hosted an event for students to learn legal advice on some of 
the issues that college students find concerning. TJC alumni 
Judge Amy McCullough was the speaker for the event. 

McCullough is a Tyler native who graduated from TJC 
in 1981. McCullough has served as a prosecutor in the district 
attorney’s office in Houston and as city attorney for the City of 
Pearland. She was appointed to the Tyler Municipal Court in 
2017. 

Every year the City ofTyler Municipal Court hears a 
significant number of cases from high school and college 
students. This urged the court to start an outreach program 
to educate high school and college students on making good 
choices. They also highlight the consequences of making bad 
choices. 

“First and foremost, don’t miss your court date,” 
McCullough said, “because that is going create more trouble 
for you and it’s not worth it. Additional charges can he filed 
which will make matters much worse.” 

McCullough went on the explain that if a student misses 
their court date, they need to contact the court immediately. 

“We are a safe harbor. What that means is if you voluntary 
come to the court saying, T have screwed up and I forgot my 
court date,’ we will not arrest you.” McCullough said. 

McCullough and Alternate Judge Jim Huggler agreed 
that they will work with people who put forth a good 
faith effort to take care of their fines and issues, including 
substituting community service hours to work off their 
judgment. 

“If you show us along the way that you are making a 
good faith effort, we will work with you all along the process,” 
McCullough said. 

There are several convictions that people can receive. One 
of the most notable is traffic conviction such as a speeding 
ticket. According to McCullough, the department of public 
safely, also known as DPS, can assess points for each traffic 

conviction a person receives. 

“DPS has a surcharge program and they are going to 
assign points to all of the convictions that go on your record. 

A speeding ticket is worth 2 points[and] an accident is worth 
3 points. When you get to 6 points in a three-year period, you 
will he notified by DPS and they will send you a bill every 
month and you are going to pay those surcharges, or they will 
suspend or revoke your license” McCullough said. 

Getting convicted of a crime can not only cost you money 
but you can also run the risk of damaging other important 
aspects of a student’s life such as Pell grants, scholarships, on- 
campus housing and your credit score to name a few. 

It is best for students to be as careful and try their hardest 
to not to get in any sort of trouble. The consequences of 
having convictions on your record can damage your life for a 
long time, if not forever. The biggest lesson to take away from 
Judge McCullough’s presentation is that your actions have 
consequences and we should all think before we act. 



Upcoming Writing 
Center workshops 
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Martha Mutina 
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Maya Gayler 

Managing Editor 
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Recipe: Stuffed 
sweet potato snack 


Taylor Tallant 

Staff Writer 

Restricted to a microwave and a toaster, I am 
looking for creative ways to eat healthy while living on a 
dime-to-dime budget. 

You know that weird time between lunch and 
dinner when you get hungry? This happens to me every 
day around 3 o’clock. I already ate lunch and have about 
two more hours until I would even consider making 
dinner. In order to silence my growling tummy, I make 
a snack. 

Snacks can be dangerous, though. Before I started 
taking my diet seriously, I was consuming chips, cereal 
and cookies to bridge the gap between lunch and dinner. 
Once I began recognizing the lack of nutrients and 
overwhelming amount of sugar in these snacks, I began 
looking for healthy alternatives to hold me over until 
supper time. 

My favorite snack attack is a stuffed sweet potato. 


The ingredients include: 

- Sweet potato 

- Nut butter 

- Cinnamon 

- Banana 

Cooking instructions: 

- Heat sweet potato in the microwave 

- Split potato in half 

- Mix in nut butter, cinnamon and banana 

- Enjoy! 

All these ingredients can be found in the cafeteria, 
which makes this snack even better: it’s free! 

Not only that, but sweet potatoes are classified as 
a vegetable, which means they include a ton of healthy 
vitamins, and they’re fat-free. I’d take this snack over 
packaged, processed munchies any day. 

Knowing the exact ingredients that are included in 
my food comforts me. I love the fact that I get to choose 
what and how much of something I put in my body. If 
four ingredients is all it takes to eat healthy, then I’m 
okay with that. 


TIPA 

continued from page 3 

3rd, Program Production Video, 
Gerardo Morales, Tyler 

2nd, Overall Design, Newspaper, 
DrumBeat Staff 

2nd, Sports Page Design, 
DrumBeat Staff 

1st, Use of Data, Hannah Horton, 
Tyler 

1st, Feature Photo, Riley Rogers 
2nd, Illustration, Cecilia Kohl, 
Hannover Park, IL 

3rd, Photo Story, Hannah Horton, 
Tyler 

2nd, Sports Action Photo, Bella 
Mendiola, McKinney 

1st, Feature News Video, Matthew 
Lucas, Lindale 


3rd, Feature News Video, Andrew 
Lent, Marshfield, MO 

3rd, General News Video, Anna 
Graves, Tyler 

1st, In-Depth Audio, Andrew 
Lent, Marshfield, Mo 

2nd, In-Depth Audio, Adam 
Palacios, Tyler 

1st, Multimedia Sports Story, Isiah 
Thornton, Seagoville 

3rd, Multimedia Sports Story, 
Lucas Hallmark, Hawkins 

2nd, Sportscast Video, Isiah 
Thornton, Seagoville 

3rd, Sportscast Video, Cornelious 
Fields, Fort Worth 

HM, Spanish Opinion Writing, 
Vanessa Olvera 



PHOTO BY HANNAH HORTON 


TJC students in Corpus Christi for the 2019 Texas Intercollegiate 
Press Association conference. From left to right: Anna Graves, 
Cecilia Kohl, Adam Palacios, and Sydni Cunningham 





You have never felt so at home 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


* 

•Located 3 miles from Tyler Junior College - 
8 minute commute 

•Easy access to SE Loop 323, Troup Hwy 
•15 minute drive to downtown Tyler 
•Close to Broadway Square - all the shopping, 
entertainment, restaurants, and Rose Rudman & 
Southside Park 


•Renovated 1,2, or 3 bedroom floor plans available 
perfect for roommates 
•Cable & Internet included* 

•Breakfast Bar 
•Spacious Walk-In Closets 


Redesigned Pool with Outdoor Lounge with Fire Pit 
New Clubhouse & Fitness Center 
Bark Park your fur baby would love! 

2 new clothes care centers 


•New Property Management & Maintenance Teams 

that are focused on Customer Service and the 

Resident Experience 

•24 Hour Emergency Maintenance 

•Out online portal makes it convenient to make 

payments, track service requests, or communicate 

with Management with the click of a button 


O' @alpinecreekapartments 


mmm 


■ 

111 


4400 


Paluxy Dr, Tyler, TX 75703 
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April 


1 

2 

3 


4 


5 

6 
8 

9 

10 


12 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

19 

23 

24 


Art Club Silent Auction. Jenkins Hall Art 
Hallway.' 

Art Club Silent Auction. Jenkins Hall Art 
Hallway. 

Art Club Silent Auction. Jenkins Hall Art 
Hallway. 

Coffee House. Noon. Tyler Museum of Art. 
Free admission. 

Art Club Silent Auction. Jenkins Hall Art 
Hallway. 



Student Recital Series. Noon. Jean Brow¬ 
ne Theatre. 


Spring Preview Day. 


Online registration opens - May terms, 
summer terms 


Tuesday Evening Performance Series. 

7 p.m. Jean Browne Theatre. 


Coffee House. Noon. Tyler Museum of Art. 
Free admission. 

Workshop. Creating a resume. 12 p.m. 
Writing Center. 

Student Recital Series. Noon. Jean Brow¬ 
ne Theatre. 

TJC Dance Presents: Beauty and the 
Beast. 7 p.m. Wise Auditorium. 

TJC Dance Presents: Beauty and the 
Beast. 2 p.m. Wise Auditorium. 

TJC Dance Presents: Beauty and the 
Beast. 7 p.m. Wise Auditorium. 

Online registration opens - fall 

TJC Dance Presents: Beauty and the 
Beast. 2 p.m. Wise Auditorium. 


Phi Theta Kappa Adopt-a-Highway/ 
Adopt-a-Spot Meeting. 5:10 p.m., RSC 
front steps. 

TJC English Department Presents: Read 
Your Work. 4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Jenkins 
1109. 


Coffee House. Noon. 
Tyler Museum of Art. 
Free admission. 


Good Friday holiday. 


Ensemble Series Concert: Percussion 
Ensemble/Steel Drum Band. 7 p.m. Wise 
Auditorium. 


Coffee House. Noon. Tyler Museum of Art. 
Free admission. 

TJC Theatre presents: VROOOMMM! 

A NASComedy. 7:30 p.m. Jean Browne 
Theatre. 



25 


26 


27 


Student Leadership Banquet. 7 p.m. - 
9:30 p.m. Green Acres Baptist Church. 

TJC Theatre presents: VROOOMMM! 

A NASComedy. 7:30 p.m. Jean Browne 
Theatre. 

Last day to drop with a "W" - spring 16- 
week, 12-week, and second eight-week. 

Student Recital Series. Noon. Jean Brow¬ 
ne Theatre. 

TJC Theatre presents: VROOOMMM! 

A NASComedy. 7:30 p.m. Jean Browne 
Theatre. 


TJC Theatre presents: VROOOMMM! 
A NASComedy. 2:30 p.m. Jean Browne 
Theatre. 

TJC Theatre presents: VROOOMMM! 
A NASComedy. 7:30 p.m. Jean Browne 
Theatre. 
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STUDENT 


AWARD WINNING 


RECOGNIZED 


NATIONALLY 


OFFERING DEGREES IN: 

Journalism/Mass Communications 
Advertising/Public Relations 
TV/Radio Broadcasting 
Media Production 


The Drumbeat 
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Department of Communications 


903-510-2298 rjen@tjc.edu 
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1 90 Channels 


Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 

Internet not provided by DISH and will be Wiled separately. 
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28. Weasel's aquatic cousin 

29. Chinese weight units 

32. Dog nemesis 

33. Before, archaic 

36. *_City, the smallest country 

38. Astrologer's concern, pi. 

40. ’•’London's Big_ 

41. Stupid ones 

44. Pirate's necklace 
46. Bottom lines 

48. Witch's spell 

49. Something in the air 

50. ’•Cold War divide 

51. In the middle of 

52. Knight's breastplate 

53. *La Scala sound 

54. * American tour guide 

55. Pathet_ 


58. "Fantasy Island" prop 


30 


STATEPOINT CROSSWORD 


THEME: EUROPE 101 


ACROSS 


1. Wise man 


5. Recipe amt. 

8. ^Overseas flyer's fatigue 

11. Like traditional storytelling 

12. Jasmine or university in Houston 

13. In an unfriendly manner 

15. Log splitter 

16. Dashing style 

17. Best of the crop 

18. ^European Union capital 

20. Charged particles 

21. *Like Pigalle or De Wallen? 

22. Genetic stuff 

23. Jewish village 

26. Between a walk and a trot 

30. Formula One ride 

31. Even though 

34. Itty-bitty bit 


35. Full of pep 

37. * Artifact from Ancient 
Greece, e.g. 

38. Stir fry 

39. Eye part 

40. *Eurosceptic's decision 

42. Salon product 

43. Ernst to Young 

45. Those who chronicle 

47. #20 Across, sing. 

48. The City of a Thousand 
Minarets 

50. Chip and Joanna Gaines' 
hometown 

52. ’•High speed carrier 

55. Tibetan priests 

56. Small cave 

57. Seed coat 

59. Skirt shape 

60. Theories 

61. Human parasites 

62. *Like many European 
structures 


DOWN 

1. Soccer_ 

2. Oman man 

3. Wild ox of India 

4. Treat badly 

5. ’•Like many roofs in old Spain 

6. Like reptile's skin 

7. Montblanc and such 

8. Right to a property 

9. "Sad to say..." 

10. Fitness venue 

12. Bring to consignment store 

13. Cake layer 

14. ’•Part of former Yugoslavia 
19. Caterpillar hairs 

22. i topper 

23. ’•Bluebill duck in Europe 

24. Middle Eastern sesame treat 

25. Judge, e.g. 

26. Put a hex on 

27. •Paris’ Moulin_ 


2G 


‘I ke support you need to find quality 

SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS 

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find 
senior living solutions that meet their unique needs. 


There’s no cost to you! 

CALL(855)439-6734 

! We’re paid by our partner communities 


<2 PlaceyorMom. 


49 


©> StatePoint Media 


'0 StatePoint Media 

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 


2G 


2 2 


46 


29 


Offer ends 11/14/18. Savings with 1 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $S9.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early 
termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices indude Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees 
apply far additional TVs: HopperS 15/mo., joey $5/mo., Super joey $10/mo. All new customers are subject to a cne-tlme, nonrefundable processing fee. 


1 - 888 - 416-7103 


Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR 

♦ Watch and record 16 shows at once 
Get built-in Netflix and YouTube 
Watch TV on your mobile devices 
Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo. 


57 


CALL TODAY Save 20%! 


Add High Speed Internet 


Your Family 
Deserves The 


BEST 

Technology- 

Value... 

TV!... 


dish M 







































































































































































































































































